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I’m Ryan, your Sustrans Schools 

Officer working in partnership with 

Plymotion.  

We’re delighted to announce that 

Sustrans will be continuing to deliver 

the active school travel programme in 

Plymouth for the rest of the 2021/22 

academic year, and that a second 

Schools Officer will be joining the 

team very soon! 

For all your walking and cycling 

questions, if you want to know more 

about promoting active travel in 

school, or have a story you’d like to 

see included in the next newsletter, 

do get in touch! 

ryan.evans@sustrans.org.uk 

Tel: 01752 312522  

What’s coming up? 

12 March: Plymotion drop in session 

at Southway Library from 10am - 

1pm. Come and meet the Plymotion 

travel advisors, pick up free info, 

advice and incentives! 

21 March - 1 April: Sustrans Big Walk 

and Wheel - the Big Pedal may have 

changed names, but it’s still the event 

we know and love! Register now at 

www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk 

1 - 31 May: National Walking Month 

Safer School Streets come to Plymouth 
What’s different about this street leading to Elburton Primary? Usually it would be 

busy with school run traffic and lined with parked cars... 

During National Road Safety Week in November 2021, six Plymouth schools 

closed their streets to motor traffic and opened them up to walking, cycling and 

scooting in six one-day trials of Plymouth’s first Safer School Streets pilot 

scheme, delivered in partnership between Sustrans, Plymotion and Plymouth City 

Council’s Road Safety Team.  

The schools that took part were Mary Dean’s CoE Primary, Ernesettle Community 

School, Whitleigh Community Primary School, Stuart Road Primary School, 

Elburton Primary School and St Paul’s RC Primary School. 

A Safer School Street is where a road outside a school temporarily closes to 

school run and through motor traffic during drop off and pick up times, but 

maintains vehicle access for residents, parents and children with disabilities, 

emergency services, deliveries and other service vehicles. This opens the street 

up to families on foot, bicycle or scooter, making it safer to travel actively to 

school. 

Councillor Jonathan Drean, Cabinet Member for Transport, said: “Now more than 

ever we need to encourage people to leave their cars at home for short journeys 

and to look at travelling by foot, bike and bus. One of the main ways of helping 

people choose to travel actively is to provide a safe space to do it in, and that’s 

what a Safer School Streets scheme can deliver. Safer School Streets is also an 

innovative way of tackling some of the many problems brought about by school 

run traffic including conflict between motorists and other vulnerable road users, 

problem parking and resident access issues.” 

The Safer School Streets days were positively received by residents, teachers 

and parents; one parent at Elburton Primary said “It was an utter joy to walk up 

Haye Road South without having to check every two seconds over my shoulder 

for a car coming”. 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk
mailto:ryan.evans@sustrans.org.uk


 

 

 Plymouth active travel news roundup 

The latest round of Workplace Travel Grants is open for 

applications! Businesses are being offered the opportunity 

to bid for match-funded grants of up to £25,000 to pay for 

measures that help staff travel more sustainably to, from 

and at work.  

Launched in October 2020, the programme has already 

benefitted 36 companies, with more than £430,000 in 

grants and business contributions being invested in 

schemes that encourage more trips to be made by 

sustainable transport. Improved shower facilities, cycle 

parking, electric vehicle charge points and staff pool bikes 

are just some of the measures funded so far.  

Visit www.plymouth.gov.uk/workplacetravelgrants for 

more information and to apply. 

A 400-strong fleet of hireable electric bikes will be ready 

and available on the streets of Plymouth next year. The 

bikes, which will be based all across the city and will be 

bookable online, are being introduced as part of the 

Council’s mobility hubs project. 

The Plymotion on Your Doorstep team is out and about in 

the Southway area offering travel advice and incentives to 

encourage residents to try different modes of travel most 

relevant to them. Look out for them on a street near you, or 

visit their drop in session at Southway Library on Saturday 

12 March, 10am - 1pm 

Engines Off for Clean Air campaign 
goes city-wide! 

Over 30 Plymouth schools are now taking part in our 

Engines Off for Clean Air campaign that was launched 

back in October 2021. The high profile launch held at Mary 

Dean’s Primary and Ernesettle Community School was 

attended by Councillor Jonathan Drean, Cabinet Member 

for Transport, and Councillor Maddi Bridgeman, Cabinet 

Member for Environment and Street Scene, and was 

covered by BBC Spotlight! 

Engines Off for Clean Air is all about encouraging people 

to pollute less when driving and focuses on reducing air 

pollution around schools by parking further away from 

school gates and switching engines off while waiting.  

Air pollution is an issue that people are increasingly 

concerned about, especially around schools as children 

and young people are amongst the most affected. A 

recent YouGov survey for Sustrans showed that 49% of 

UK school children aged 6 to 15 were worried about air 

pollution near their school, an increase of 10 percentage 

points since a similar survey ran in 2018. 

Schools that are taking part get a banner, car window 

sticker pack and plenty of digital resources and have been 

using them to design and run their own campaigns. The 

digital resources include a lesson plan, and the aim is to 

develop new lesson plans and resources regularly to keep 

the campaign rolling. 

Check out the video we made with Ernesettle Community 

School and Mary Dean’s CoE Primary 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SV0VPmpeLk 

Visit www.plymouth.gov.uk/enginesoff to find out more 

and sign up. 

Sustrans is grateful for the continued support of our schools work in 

Plymouth from the following:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel is the new 
Big Pedal 

The event has a new name but it still has the same aim - 

we want to encourage more families to travel to school 

actively, to help create healthier and happier communities. 

Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel will run for 10 days from 21 

March to 1 April 2022 and is open to all primary and 

secondary schools in the UK 

On each day of the challenge schools compete to see who 

can record the greatest number of pupils walking, using a 

wheelchair, scooting or cycling to school, with fabulous 

prizes on offer every day for schools taking part. 

Register now at www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk 


