
September 2021 

Welcome to Foxes Class! 

Welcome back to a new term and the start of Year 5 (Foxes Class), I hope you have all had a relaxing and enjoyable 
summer. Mrs Robinson and I look forward to working alongside you to ensure your children have a happy and successful 
year. 

 

General information 

• Please ensure your child wears correctly named uniform on a daily basis; this should include suitable black school 
shoes and hair tied back with plain hair bands or clips.  A red sweatshirt with the school logo must be worn. 

• Please ensure any money is sent to school in a sealed, named envelope although we are a cashless school, with online 
payments where possible. 

• If your child is walking home by themselves or being collected from outside of the school grounds, please could you 
put your permission in writing.  Please could you ensure that your child knows your intended after school pick-up 
arrangements for each day. 

• As you know, we provide wrap around care with our Breakfast and Teatime club; if your child is booked in to 
Teatime club please ensure they are aware of this so as to avoid any confusion.   

• If your child is unable to attend any of the after school clubs that they regularly attend, please send a note into 
school or speak to the teacher so that we are all aware of where they are. 

• If your child brings in a mobile phone please ensure that it is named and handed into the class teacher at the start 
of each day, they will need to complete the school mobile phone contract.  It is then your child's responsibility to 
remember to collect it at the end of the day. 

• Please could your child have a named art shirt in school at all times for when we get messy in art to protect school 
uniforms. 

 

PE Kit  

PE this term is on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Please can you ensure that your child has a clearly named kit in school. PE 
kit should consist of a plain white T shirt, black shorts and plimsolls or trainers. Your child may wear black joggers or 
leggings if the weather is too cold for shorts.  If your child is unable to tie shoelaces, please can they wear Velcro fastening. 
Earrings need to be removed for each PE session, ideally at home or your child is to remove them themselves, if they are 
unable to do this, please provide suitable micropore or plasters for earrings to be covered for every session. 

 

Home learning 

As part of our home learning policy, children are now expected to complete 3x 10 minute sessions on Times Table Rock Stars: 
Play (ttrockstars.com) and Spelling Shed: EdShed on a weekly basis. These platforms will be monitored each week and the 
top 3 users on each platform per year group will be rewarded weekly. If for any reason your child is unable to access these 
platforms at home, please speak directly to their class teacher. Please try to support your child as much as possible by 
providing them with a calm, quiet atmosphere to work in and encouraging them to complete the tasks. Weekly spellings will 
be sent home on Fridays and tested the following week along with 2 unseen revision words. 

 



Reading 

The children have a reading book to take home in order to read daily.  This needs to be read at home to an adult at least 
three times a week and recorded in their reading record. Books then need to be brought back into school for the next day as 
we will have daily independent reading time. Children will complete quizzes using Accelerated reader to ensure they 
understand what they have read. In the reading record, there are also a selection of questions attached for you to choose 
from and ask, during or after they have read, to support their comprehension. 

Please support our school bookshop, which has an excellent selection of books for only £1 each. 

Our class reading books this term are ‘This morning I met a whale ‘ and ‘Friend or Foe’ by Michael Morpurgo. 

Water Bottles and Snack 

Children are allowed to bring in a water bottle from home containing water only. Juice or cartons is acceptable as part of 
a packed lunch.  We are a healthy school so encourage you to provide your child with a healthy snack for break time – no 
chocolate please.  

Behaviour 

Children are encouraged to be kind, caring and respectful to others. We ask for your support in encouraging your child to 
take responsibility for their own behaviour and also to help with the children becoming a little more independent in terms of 
organising themselves for school to ensure that they have the correct equipment and kit.  We also like to reward good 
learning and behaviour with house points, certificates and stickers. Exceptional behaviour will be noted and entered into the 
weekly raffle draw. 

Autumn learning 

Our Science Topic this term will be Living Things and Their Habitats. We will also be studying Mexico and the Ancient 
Mayan civilisation and using this to inspire some sculpture.  Our class page on the school website gives more information 
about our topics and learning throughout the year.  

Swimming 

Year 5 will be taking part in the swimming sessions they missed last term due to covid restrictions. These sessions will be 
every day from 13th September for 3 weeks. Children will need to wear their swimming costumes/trunks underneath their 
uniform and have suitable shoes and a coat to walk to Plympton pool. Please could long hair be tied back. Children will be 
assessed and grouped according to ability so please reassure your child that there is no need to worry.  

Roles of responsibility 

Some of the children in class will be taking on extra responsibility such as School Parliament. We encourage children to take 
on roles of monitors to develop their sense of responsibility and independence.  

I look forward very much to working with your children and yourselves this year.  If you need any additional information 
or clarification please do not hesitate to contact myself via email or face to face. 

Many thanks 

 

Mrs S Baxter   

sarah.baxter@psmps.co.uk 
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