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Dear Parents, 

We have finally made it!  

This term has been unforgettable in a number of ways. The way in which we have come together as a 

country to overcome adversity has been amazing and the flexibility, adaptability and resilience of pupils, 

parents and staff has been nothing short of astounding. I am sure that, one day, we will all look back on this 

time as a life-changing experience that we somehow got through and, in a number of ways, made us stronger 

and better as individuals and as a community. 

It has been truly inspirational for me to see pupils and staff rise to the challenge of delivering our home 

learning each week and most recently, develop their digital skills using MS Teams. Everyone has responded to 

these difficult times with characteristic hard work, resilience and a sense of purpose, and who could ask for 

more? 

It has not always been easy and adjusting to different working patterns, environments and working with 

different people has all been done with a ‘can do’ attitude. As a community, we’ve done so well to continue 

with everything during this time and I am glad that most of our pupils have continued to make progress with 

their education to the best of their ability. And I know of one parent who has decided to forge a new career 

path in to teaching! 

This week we said farewell to our Year 6’s, who have returned to school in recent weeks demonstrating a 

maturity and confidence expected from someone far older than their years. This is testament to their hard 

work and determination to make the most of a challenging time. Thank you. We will miss you, but hope 

that you stay in touch and let us know of your successes and achievements.  

So, we look forward to welcoming everyone back to school in September with plans set out later in this 

newsletter. We open our doors on Thursday 3rd September to Years 1-6, and our new Foundation pupils who 

start part-time on Monday 7th September. We can’t wait!  

And finally…..my heartfelt thanks go out to my staff team, whether teachers or our support staff who 

contribute so much behind the scenes. You have all responded superbly well to the challenges faced. We have 

learnt a great deal in the last few weeks and months and I owe a huge debt of gratitude for the way in 

which you have taken everything in your stride with good humour, a robust approach to problem solving and 

sheer hard work! Thank you also to parents for your continued support and not least to our fantastic pupils, 

who make our school the wonderful place that it is.  I truly hope that you can get some time to recharge the 

batteries over the summer break and, to the extent permitted, to enjoy a change of scene and some real 

downtime.      

Have a great summer, take care. 

Mrs Tustain  



       Plympton St Maurice Primary School September Re-opening Plan 

 
    Attendance 

It is vital for all children to return to school to minimise as far as possible the longer-term 
impact of the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing and wider development. Those 
children with higher overall absence tend to achieve less in both primary and secondary 
school. School attendance will therefore be closely monitored again from the beginning of the 
autumn term. This means that from September, the usual rules apply.. 

    If your child is unwell we recommend that parents contact the GP in the usual way. Medical 
advice is available 24/7, please telephone 111. If your child is going to be absent from school, 
we ask that you contact the school by telephoning 01752 337427 or email: 
st.maurice.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk the 

 
Bubble groups 
Each class/year group will be treated as a separate ‘bubble’ in order to reduce grouping 
children together and also to avoid contact between other groups.  We aim, as much as 
possible, to keep bubbles separate at lunch and playtimes. We will continue with staggered 
lunchtimes, minimising the number of children in the dining hall. Children with packed 
lunches will initially eat them outside (picnic style) or in the classroom.  
 
‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
We will be promoting good respiratory hygiene at all times. Children are encouraged to 
always carry tissues and to sneeze or cough into a tissue, dispose of the tissue in a bin and 
then wash their hands as soon as possible.  
 

Class Sizes 
Staff may be needed to alter classroom layouts to maximise the distance between all teachers 
and pupils. Each classroom door has been fitted with (fire safe) door guards which allow 
doors to remain open to both eliminate people touching door handles and to keep classrooms 
well ventilated. 
 

Cleaning  
Rigorous cleaning and disinfecting of classrooms and furniture will take place at the end of 
every day. Toilets are cleaned at the end of the day and also after lunchtime. This includes 
common touchpoints, such as door handles, light switches, taps and soap dispensers. Table top 
surfaces are also being wiped after lunchtime. 



     
    Covid-19 Signs and Symptoms 

We ask that if someone in the household has Covid-19, that the child does not come to 
school. Anyone who displays symptoms whilst in school, will be isolated immediately and 
parents contacted. Anyone who displays symptoms can and should get a test. Tests can be 
booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website or ordered by 
telephone via the NHS 119. We ask parents to inform the school immediately of the test 
results. If someone tests negative they can stop self-isolating. If someone tests positive they 
should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed 
coronavirus infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 7 days from the onset of 
their symptoms.  

 
Covid-19 Testing 
Testing facilities are available at our nearest NHS testing centre which is at Derriford. NHS 
testing is now available to anyone in the UK that is showing COVID-19 symptoms, including 
under 12s. If a child displays symptoms, they will be required to take a test  
 

    Classrooms 
All pupils will, as much as possible, sit side by side facing forwards towards the front of the 
classroom. Children will have their own ‘tool kits’ to avoid sharing of pencils and other 
resources as much as possible. Resources such as books and games can be used and shared 
within the bubble but will be cleaned regularly. Any resources, such as science equipment can 
be used across bubbles but will be left untouched and out of reach for a period of 48 hrs 
 
Extra-Curricular Clubs 
Initially there will be no extra-curricular activities as we do not want to mix bubbles. However, 
Plymouth Argyle Football Club will be running their clubs, as normal but for only one year 
group. 
 

 

    Face Masks 
Face masks can be worn by any pupil or teacher who wishes to do so. However, if pupil’s face 
masks become wet or uncomfortable this arrangement may have to be reviewed. Pupils must 
not swap face masks with other children. 

 

Hand Sanitiser 
Automated hand sanitiser dispensers are available along the school corridor and staff are 
required to make use of them regularly. Hand sanitiser is also available in every classroom. 
 
 



Hand Washing 
Thorough handwashing routines will be implemented throughout the school day. All visitors to 
the site will be required to use anti-bacterial hand sanitiser. Pupils will be asked to wash their 
hands when they arrive in school, before and after play time, before and after lunch time and 
at the end of the day before returning home. We are currently planning the installation of 
outside sinks which will provide at least 9 additional outside taps. 
 

    Home Learning 
Over the last few months, school has shown that it can deliver home learning to a very high 
standard while the school has been closed. We are now looking to develop this further with 
plans to use Microsoft Teams to communicate with parents and pupils in the future. From 
September we will be continuing a blended approach to learning, using Microsoft teams wherever 
possible. For any child or group self-isolating, home learning will continue with Microsoft teams.  
 
Learning 
Initially our Foundation and Key Stage 1 children will learn Read Write Inc in their own class 
bubbles and will not be mixed with other bubbles. DfE guidance states that ideally adults should 
maintain a 2m distance from each other, and from children. We know that it is not always 
possible, particularly when working with younger children, but if adults can do this when 
circumstances allow, it will help.  
 
During the first few weeks back, teachers will prioritise identifying gaps and re-establish good 
progress in the essential areas of phonics, reading, increasing vocabulary, writing and 
mathematics. Our curriculum will remain broad, so that the majority of pupils are taught a 
full range of subjects over the year, including science, art, geography and history. Some pupils 
will receive additional support from teachers, teaching assistants or possibly a tutor. It is likely 
that children will receive additional learning to be completed at home, in order to try to ‘catch
-up’ on some of the learning time missed during the period of school closure.  
 
Learning Reviews (Parents Evenings) 
During the autumn term, we are unable to hold learning reviews face to face. However, 
parents will have an opportunity to discuss with the class teacher any successes and concerns 
via telephone, email or Microsoft Teams. As we were unable to have end of year assessments, 
this meeting will have more of a pastoral focus rather than attainment and progress.  
 
Lunch 
From September, a hot meal will be available to order from the school kitchen. Children with a 
packed lunch will eat in their classrooms or outside ‘picnic style’ (weather permitting). Timings 
of each bubble in the dining hall will be staggered, with bubbles kept separate from each other. 
Tables will be wiped after each year group. There will be a one-way system to enter and exit 
the hall in order to avoid creating busy corridors. Children briefly passing in the corridor or 
playground is considered a low risk. 



Playground Equipment 
We ask parents, with children playing on our equipment before and after school that they 
continue to social distance and stay 2m apart. We ask that numbers of children playing on 
equipment are restricted. When children have finished playing on the equipment, please can 
ALL parents ensure children’s hands are wiped with sanitiser gel or sanitising wet wipes 
which are then disposed of in the bin immediately after use. We ask that children do not eat 
or drink whilst accessing the play equipment.  

 
Routine 
During school closure, children will not have had the same routine as being in school. We ask 
parents to establish a back to school routine as soon as possible as this will help your child’s 
focus and engagement in class. 

 
    School Uniform 
    From September, we expect all pupils to wear normal school uniform. Uniforms do not need to 

be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using methods which 
are different from normal. 

 

Social Gatherings 
In order to avoid social gathering on the playground, we ask parents to socially distance from 
each other and avoid waiting in groups. We have introduced a one-way system to encourage 
a steady flow of people entering and exiting the school’s playgrounds and request ONE parent 
only to drop off/collect children. We ask that from September, Foundation, Year 2 and Year 
4 pupils use the back playground to drop off/collect each day.  
 
DfE guidance recommends for groups/bubbles to be kept apart, meaning that schools should 
avoid large gatherings such as whole school assemblies. Plans for our Nativity Play, are being 
reviewed.  
 
To remind children and adults to socially distance we have marked our corridor and school 
paths in 2m intervals.  

 

Temperature Checks 
We ask parents to check their child’s temperature every morning before coming to school and 
once again after coming home at the end of the day. Should children feel unwell, school has 
infrared temperature checking facilities.  
 
    



   Trips and Clubs 
Fortunately, the size of the school provides adequate space for healthy exercise at a safe 
distance from others. For at least term 1, there will be no extra-curricular activities in order 
to avoid ‘mixing the bubbles’ with the exception of Plymouth Argyle Football Club who will be 
re-starting their after school football club, but only for one year group.  
 
In order to keep the entire school community safe, we will do everything we can to reduce 
contact between people and avoid large groups congregating together. Sports and activities will 
be conducted in such a way as to remove points of contact as much as possible.  
 

Visitors 
Updated protocols on visitors to the school building are in place. Our car park barrier 
system and gate control restricts access to visitors from outside the school. All necessary 
visitors (school nurse, educational psychologist etc) to the school will be required to use hand 
sanitiser and to leave their contact details should we need to contact them in the future. No 
parents will be allowed inside the school building. Unfortunately coming onto the school site 
without an appointment is not allowed.  

 
Worried or anxious? 
We recognise that good mental health is essential for pupils to thrive in school. Many of our 
teaching assistants are trained to support children’s emotional needs. Through the Plymouth 
Excellence Cluster multi-agency support team (MAST), we can refer children for counselling 
or drama/art therapy and support parents by providing Family Support Workers.  
 

Farewell to Year 6  

On Tuesday, year 6 had their last day at Plympton St Maurice Primary School and although 
we have not been able to do the usual end of term good byes, we still managed to do a ‘social 
distanced’ outdoor assembly, giving them the chance to produce a virtual assembly for 
parents, family and friends to enjoy.  

 

Thank you to year 6 for making the best of the situation and for their work in producing 
our first virtual assembly! 

 

The video is now available to view via teams.  

 

Farewell and Good Luck 





Parent Handbook 

Our Parent Handbook has been updated for 
September, which you can view on our school website.  

Whilst it has been great to welcome back many of 
our pupils during recent weeks and to have them in 
their home mufti clothes, from September we will be 
asking for all pupils to return to wearing their usual 
smart school uniform and to follow the requests in 
the Parent Handbook regarding children to have 
natural colour hair and avoid extreme hair styling 
such as Mohawk/Mohican cuts. 

Many thanks  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Whilst I am sure it’s not usual for a pri-
mary school to support the local public 
house, I am aware that many businesses 
are trying hard to re-open at this most 
challenging of times.  

The Brook Inn, like our school, is part of 
our much loved community, and is not 
only ‘just a pub’ but organises lots of 
community events, for people in 
Plympton St Maurice. If you can, please 
support your local, as we’ll miss it if it 
goes!  You can contact them via their 
Facebook page or their website.  

https://www.brookinnplympton.com/  

Thank you  

Summer Term (Term 6) Home 
Learning   

Each Friday we will be sending out a 
text with a link to the next weeks 
themed home learning. 

To access the Summer home learning 
documents, just click the link below:    
 

http://www.plympton-st-maurice-

primary.org.uk/curriculum/home-learning/  

 

 

 

Climate Change and Me Competition  
 

Congratulation to the following 
winners: 

    Evelyn - Foundation 

    Mai - Year 1 

    Joshua - Year 3 
 

Each winner has received an art case 
as a prize. 
 

The overall winner was Joshua and 
his entry has been sent off to RHS 
South West in Bloom as part of their 
schools competition. 

Free School Meals 

Have you experienced a change of 
circumstances?   

Regardless of year group or whether 
your child receives free meals in 
KS1, if you feel you may be eligible, 
please complete the free online 
checker form.  This can also be done 
at any point during the Summer 
holidays!  

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/

schoolseducationchildcareskillsandemploy

ability/schoolmeals%20 

https://www.brookinnplympton.com/
http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/curriculum/home-learning/
http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/curriculum/home-learning/
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/schoolseducationchildcareskillsandemployability/schoolmeals%20
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/schoolseducationchildcareskillsandemployability/schoolmeals%20
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/schoolseducationchildcareskillsandemployability/schoolmeals%20


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling Shed class Scores 
at:  11:00 17-07-20 

How fantastic to see 

foundation taking the lead 

for the final week of this 

term.  Well done also to 

Year 5 for taking 2nd 

place.  

 

We have another new Top 

Speller this week, which is 

White Rhinoceros in 

Foundation, with Kangaroo 

(Y5) being the 2nd highest 

school speller and Spotted 

Hyenna (Y2) taking 3rd 

position.    

 

Well done everyone. 

Year group Position last week This week’s score Position this week 
F 5th 43,690,462  1st 

1 6th 4,658,084  4th 

2 1st 24,035,038  3rd 
3 7th 1,388,854  6th 

4 4th 3,896,774  5th 
5 2nd 36,528,728  2nd 
6 3rd 1,371,856  7th 



Diary Dates 

September 2020 

Thursday 3rd Term 1 starts - Year 1-6 children back 

Monday 7th                New Foundation class start 8:50-12noon 

Thursday 10th  Remote Phonics Workshop for Parents (available via Microsoft Teams) 

Monday 14th Foundation start full time (8:50-3:10pm)  

Tuesday 15th School Parliament - 2:45pm (tbc)  

Monday 21st  Peter Dukes Photographer in-portraits & class photos from 8:30am  

Monday 28th  Yr 2 Balanceability   tbc 

28th to 2nd Oct Foundation class Learning Reviews (via Microsoft Teams, phone, or email)  

October 2020 

5th– 9th                      Yr 3 Learning reviews   (via Microsoft Teams, phone, or email)  

7th  Harvest Festival at school-pupils only (normal end of school finish time)  

12th to 16th  Yr 2 & Yr 5 Learning Reviews (via Microsoft Teams, phone, or email)  

19th to 22nd   Yr 1, Yr 4 & Yr 6 Learning Reviews (via Microsoft Teams, phone, or email)  

Friday 23rd   Non Pupil Day - school closed  

 

Monday 26th to Friday 30th October - Half Term 

November 2020 

Monday 2nd  Term 2 starts - children back 

Tuesday 3rd  School Parliament - 2:45pm (tbc)  

Sunday 8th  Remembrance Service at St Maurice Church - 9.30am 

Wednesday 11th Remembrance Assembly in school (pupils only) 

Friday 13th Children in Need Day - mufti 

 Flu Vaccinations  (electronic permission form circulated) 

Tuesday 17th Eco Club Meeting - 2:45pm 

16th to 20th National Anti-bullying Week 

Monday 16th Odd-sock day to support National Anti-Bullying                

                                   Week    

 

December 2020 

Monday 14th Foundation & KS1 Dress Rehearsal 

Tuesday 15th Foundation & KS1 Nativity Performance (arrangements to be confirmed) 

Thursday 17th Christmas Lunch 

 Christmas Service at School (pupils only) 

Friday 18th End of Term Assembly - 9:15am (pupils only) 

 Carols in the Community - 11am 

 End of Term 2 



 

Dear Parents & Carers,  

Covid-19 is understandably causing a lot of stress and anxiety, meaning that things may 
feel very uncertain right now for you and the children you are caring for.  

In this time of social distancing and lockdown, sometimes things can feel hard to manage. 
Most of our children and young people will need more time to talk than they usually might. 
Give them time to talk about their worries and concerns, both for themselves and for those 
they love.  

For a few children, during this time of uncertainty, they may seek to focus on aspects of 
their lives that they can control. For some children this may relate to food. Here are some 
signs to look out for.  

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s health, it is important to seek help and 
professional advice. Please don’t hesitate to contact the healthcare professionals listed on 
the below leaflet who are there to support you and guide you to the most appropriate care.  

Wishing you all well, keep safe.  

 








