
Weekly Newsletter for 12th June 2020 
Email: st.maurice.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk 

Website:  www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk     Tel: 01752 337427 

Find us on : plymptonstmauriceprimaryschool             @psmprimary  psmprimaryschool  

Dear Parents, 
 
This week saw a turning point, with the re-opening of our school, as we welcomed back our Year 6 and Year 1 
pupils. After all the thorough planning and preparation, it has been wonderful to see children back in classrooms 
with their friends and learning. Not only have some of them grown considerably, the sensible manner in which 
pupils responded to our new way of working was pleasing to see. When you haven’t seen your friends for 11 weeks 
it is only natural to want to hug and interact with them, and our older children especially,  understood the need 
to social distance themselves. Thankyou.  
 
Last week, I outlined arrangements for when all pupils would be returning to school. You will no doubt have 
heard on the news on Tuesday that this will no longer be happening. Disappointingly, despite daily government 
updates, schools had no prior warning of this decision.  

 
Therefore our plan forward is to continue to host our Yr 6 and 1 pupils, and we now invite our Foundation class 
to return to school in two groups, with half the class attending Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd June, and the 
other half attending Thursday 25th and Friday 26th June. Mrs Bean will email parents next week with specific 
details. 
 
As outlined last week, our plans to re-open, are based on a ‘safety-first’ approach, in line with government 
advice. All decisions have been made using guidance from the government and ensuring first and foremost the 
pupil and staff safety. Social distancing, hygiene and cleanliness will be priority at all times.  
 
Children should arrive at their normal time (8:45am) and should proceed straight to their classroom, 
accompanied by one parent only, and to enter the classroom via the back playground. We then ask Foundation 
parents to exit by the green gate (by the conservatory) into the car park and walk around the building.. Children 
will leave at the end of the day at 3:10pm. We ask parents to collect their child from the back playground and 
to wait, socially distanced on the back playground, under the canopy. Please do not congregate in groups. 
 
Though the government does not include temperature checking in their guidance, we would ask all parents to 
take their child’s/children’s temperature before leaving for school each day. 
 
Foundation children will be based in their own classroom, with Mrs Bean and Mrs Wyatt and wear their own 
clothes to school as these need to be washed each day.. At lunchtimes, in order to maintain social distancing 
children will have their lunch in the classrooms to maintain a 2m distance. School will be offering a packed 
lunch in the form of a ‘grab bag’.  
 
Every classroom has their own sink with soap and paper towels. Pupils will be asked to wash their hands more 
often than usual and to develop good hygiene routines making sure they wash their hands thoroughly for at least 
20 seconds using running water and soap. We ask that children do NOT bring in their own toys or other items 
from home to school. 

Continued overleaf 



If any child (or adult) becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or high temperature whilst at school, 
they will be sent home and advised to follow guidance. They will be expected to take a Covid-19 test and the 
group or ‘bubble’ will collapse until test results are returned. If tests results are positive, the group or ‘bubble’ 
will not re-start for 14 days, allowing time for pupils (and adults) to isolate. We understand that from 
Sunday 14th June, Plymouth will have facilities in place to test children over the age of 5. 
 
For pupils who remain at home, we encourage you to continue your home learning and share it, via email, 
with your teacher.  Teachers are working hard to try to introduce virtual recorded teaching sessions during 
the next few weeks, and we are now working hard to create email addresses for all pupils. Sessions will not 
be live as it is unsafe, and unfair to those who do not have the number of devices needed and increases 
stress for parents feeling the need to keep up.  
 
Throughout the past 12 weeks, colleagues across the West multi-academy trust have used Microsoft Teams 
to virtually meet and continue with staff development training. We are beginning to think about what the 
‘new normal’ will look like in September, and we are exploring the possibility of, where possible, using 
Microsoft Teams to communicate with parents for events such as Learning Reviews. Please let us know your 
thoughts.  
 
As you know, your child’s Annual Report to Parents is available to be collected from school. It has been lovely 
to touch base with a number of parents and pupils this week, but we still have many reports still waiting to 
be collected. Please don’t forget!  
 
Next week, we welcome back again Year 6 (Mon,Tues), Year 1 (Thurs, Fri) and look forward to Foundation, 
returning the week beginning Monday 22nd June (Mon, Tues or Thurs., Fri). Mrs Longworth and Mr 
Callard will be taking Year 1 from now until the end of term, as the Foundation staff prepare for pupils to 
return. 
 
Could I please ask a favour?  We have had a number of parents contact school this week, asking details 
about how school is currently operating.. Could I please ask you, as parents, to encourage other parents to 
read our newsletter. We try to consolidate any new information in this weekly communication and are then 
being told parents don’t know anything when in fact they haven't read the newsletter.  If you miss a week, 
it is also posted on the school website. Thank you so much, it is very much appreciated. 
 
I close by thanking you once again for your continued support. In thirty years in the profession, I have never 
experienced anything like this, and hopefully never will again. I am sure, like me, many families will look at 
life a little differently, appreciate things a bit more and I will never let my husband cut my hair again!  
 
Stay safe 
 
Mrs Tustain  



Summer Term (Term 6) Home Learning   

Each Friday we will be sending out a text with a link to the next weeks themed home 
learning. 

w/c 15th June has an animal theme.  Just click the link below to access the documents.   

http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/curriculum/home-learning/  

These are available direct from the school website, under the Curriculum Tab; Home 
Learning.  Thank you. 

Return of Year 6 and Year 1 

This week we welcomed back some of year 6 and year 1.  All the children who were able to 
attend had a great first couple of days back.  It’s been wonderful to have the children in 
class this week and everyone was amazing and really ready to learn.   

Our big prize draw is back for a seventh year! 
You could win £5,000/€5,000 of National Book Tokens for your school's library – and if your entry is picked, you'll also 
get £100/€120 of National Book Tokens to spend on yourself! 

Whether you work in a school or have school-aged children yourself, you'll know 
the importance of a good school library – and not just for learning. Studies show 
that reading for pleasure doesn't just give children an advantage academically; it 
can improve their wellbeing, too. 

Click the here for more information. 

 

http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/curriculum/home-learning/
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_content=schools&utm_campaign=schools&fbclid=IwAR3idDSToWax5pGcRX1ug7ABodxSCgiQ31M45Y881In_-qxPhz6pDhSO0r0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TTRockStars 

Well done to everybody who has taken part in the battle so far!  

At 8am Friday morning, Year 3 and 5 were leading the battle. There is still a week 
left to go so there is plenty of time for either team to take the No.1 spot.  

Spelling Shed class Scores at: 

07:00 12-06-20 

What a close battle this week between, 
Year 6 maintaining their lead, 
congratulations to them.  Year 3 are 
now in 3rd place with year 3, Year 1 
and Foundation all increasing their 
scores from last week. With year 6 
and Year 1 now back in school, who 
knows how this will affect the table 
next week. We can also now celebrate 
top spellers across the whole school, 
Waterbuck, Iriomote Cat and Crocodile 
achieving the top 3 spelling positions.  

 

Good luck and keep up the 
superb spelling everyone. 
 

Year group Position last week This week’s score Position this week 
F 5th 14,820,946 5th 
1 7th 6,873,582 7th 
2 2nd 25,168,815 2nd 
3 4th 16,737,712 3rd 
4 6th 7,098,928 6th 
5 3rd 15,480,861 4th 
6 1st 28,713,248 1st 





 

 

 

 

 

PAFC Sessions and Opening 
 

We are delighted to inform you that in line with government guidelines and the FA we are now opening 
Manadon external facilities for the following bookings: 

Playing sport individually 

Playing with family or people living in your household 

Fitness activities in groups of no more than six people keeping 2m apart 

Coaching with small groups of up to 6 people (in total), keeping 2m apart 
  

With this in place we are offering sessions to engage children that take part in our weekly sessions but 
also provide opportunities for children who wish to engage back within sessions for up to 5 children per 
time slot within their specific age groups. 
  

From Monday 8th June we will be hosting our first small grouped  lesson which will have a maximum 
number of spaces available meaning this will be based upon a first come first serve basis. The cost of the 
lessons will be the usual £5 charge for our weekly sessions per child.  
  

Time slots available for up to 5 children per age group (10 spaces per hour slot, groups of 5)per half of 
Manadon Astro. To book please use the link below: 
https://argylecommunitytrust.co.uk/our-regions/regional-course-bookings/plymouth-booking/ 

  

To take part in the lessons you must bring the following: 

Own drinks bottle 

Suitable clean sports clothing  

Moulded boots or astro trainers must be worn 

Sessions will include the following: 

Sessions with 2 metre distances enforced throughout 

Individualised sessions  

Age specific training 

Consistent coach on a weekly basis  

Technical based lessons including shooting, passing, dribbling etc   
  

We hope to see lots of you engaging within this and reminder these will be offered on a first come first 
serve basis, all payments must be online and it is important you do not just arrive unless your booking 
has been confirmed for the safely of all!  
 

For information on how we are keeping our facility safe for our staff and visitors please visit: 

https://www.manadonsportshub.co.uk/ 

https://argylecommunitytrust.co.uk/our-regions/regional-course-bookings/plymouth-booking/
https://www.manadonsportshub.co.uk/


 

 

Do you want to help us understand the STORY of  

infections in children and teenagers? 
 

In some parts of the UK there has been an increase in                  
two vaccine preventable diseases; MenC (Group C                                           

meningococcus) and diphtheria. 
 

You may also have seen in the news that there is concern that a 
new coronavirus (COVID-19) could spread globally. 

 

Testing blood samples from healthy children and teenagers can 
help us understand more about these diseases. For COVID-19 this 
can tell us if the virus is spreading, or likely to spread, in the UK. 

 

To do this, we will be providing blood samples from the ‘What’s 
the STORY’ (Serum Testing of Representative Youngsters) study to 

Public Health England to test for immunity against MenC, 
diphtheria and COVID-19. 

 

But first we need healthy volunteers for ‘What’s the STORY!’ 

Please click here to see the invitation letter, and get in touch with 
us if you would like to help. 

 
What’s the STORY?; Sero-epidemiological survey of England in 2019/2020; OVG 2019/01; Coronavirus pamphlet; REC Ref 19/

LO/1040; IRAS 263097; Version 1.1; Dated 25 FEB-2020 

http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Whats-the-STORY-Parent-Invitation-Letter-V2.2-3-APR-2020-Localised.pdf


This week the children have been up to lots 
more activities in Educare. 

 

They have 
continued 
with the 
home 
learning 
theme of 
Sports Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Left: 
Thank you to Lenny and 
Logan for sharing photos of 
the fantastic editable 
garden they created; all 
designed and cooked by 
them. 

Don’t forget you can send photos 
of home learning tasks or taking 
part in fun activities at home to: 
photos@psmps.co.uk.               

Home Learning Photos…. We are continuing with activities for the whole family to 
share.  


