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Dear Parents, 
 
I write to you to reiterate our plans we have made to open the school to our Yr 1 and Year 6 pupils next 
week. However these arrangements will apply for all pupils when they eventually return, although I have no 
further information regarding this.  
 
Before I set out these arrangements I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents for their 
understanding and cooperation since we had to close to the majority of children. I know that this period has 
been challenging for many families, in particular when you have had to juggle work commitments with 
managing childcare.  
 
Our plans to re-open, are based on a ‘safety-first’ approach, in line with government advice. All decisions 
have been made using guidance from the government and ensuring first and foremost the pupil and staff 
safety. Social distancing, hygiene and cleanliness will be priority at all times.  
 
Our daily routine: 

• Children should arrive at their normal time (8:45am) and should proceed straight to their 
classrooms.  

• Only one parent should ever accompany a child. If possible, Year 6 parents should allow pupils to 
walk up the school path and into the building by themselves and keep their distance from other pupils 
and parents.   

• There will be no assemblies or large group activities. 
• Break and lunchtimes will occur on a staggered basis. 
• To ensure we follow social distancing guidelines, there will be no extra-curricular activities during or 

after school to avoid mixing of groups (bubbles).  
• Children will leave at the end of the day at 3:15pm. When collecting your child from school, parents 

should wait, socially distanced on the main playground, or at the bottom of the path.  
 
Temperature Checking 
Though the government does not include temperature checking in their guidance, we would ask all parents 
to take their child’s/children’s temperature before leaving for school each day. 
 
Class or group sizes. 

• Children and staff will only mix in small, consistent groups and that each mall group (bubble) will 
stay away from each other.  Classes will have no more than 15 children in one group, so that we can 
ensure social distancing.  

• Our returning pupils will continue to follow the Home Learning plan. Home learning will continue to 
be provided for children who do not come to school, and on the days where pupils are not in school 
will work from home.  

 
Continued overleaf 



Locations being used 
• Year 6 will use the Year 5 and Year 6 classrooms. (Monday and Tuesday) 
• Year 1 will use the Year 1 and Year 2 classrooms. (Thursday and Friday) 
• Parents and pupils are asked to follow a one-way system on the playground, using the normal path to 

enter and the path by the Child Care Centre, to exit.  
• We would appreciate parents not congregating in groups on the playground and to respect social 

distancing guidelines. 
 
Uniform 

• Please wear your own clothes to school as these need to be washed each day. 
 
Breaktimes 

• Children will stay in their small groups throughout the day and not mix with others, even in their 
own year groups.  

 
Lunch 

• In line with government guidance, social distancing will apply and children will have their lunch in 
the classrooms to maintain a 2m distance. School will be offering a packed lunch in the form of a 
‘grab bag’. See last weeks newsletter for further details.  

• Our school kitchen will be open to provide a packed lunch (grab bag) for parents to order and for 
pupils who are entitled to a free school meal. (Year 1 universal free school meal). 

 
Cleaning and Hygiene 

• We take the cleaning and hygiene for all children and staff very seriously. Every classroom has their 
own sink with soap and paper towels. Pupils will be asked to wash their hands more often than usual 
and to develop good hygiene routines making sure they wash their hands thoroughly for at least 20 
seconds using running water and soap.  

• We will be implementing an enhanced cleaning schedule, ensuring surfaces touched by children and 
staff are cleaned regularly and throughout the day, including table tops, and door handles. 

• We ask that children do not bring in their own toys or other items from home to school. 
 
Tables and Stationery 

• Children will sit at their own table, which will remain their table. Tables have been set out in every 
classroom in accordance with social distancing guidelines. 

• Children will be given their own pencil and stationery, which will remain on their table and will be for 
their use only. 

• All learning will be completed on paper. 
 
Procedures if someone becomes unwell at school 

• Following government guidance, if anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or high 
temperature whilst at school, they must be sent home and advised to follow guidance. 

• If the child is awaiting collection, they will be moved to the school office. This will be cleaned and 
disinfected. 

• PPE should be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2m 

cannot be maintained. 
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Procedures if there is a confirmed case in school 

• If someone develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they should be sent home and advised to  

self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and 

children attending school should have access to a coronavirus test if they display symptoms and we 

encourage the test is taken.   

• Where the person tests negative, they can return to school and their fellow household members can 

end their self-isolation. 

• Where the person tests positive, the rest of their group should be sent home and advised to self-isolate 

for 14 days. The other household members of that group do not need to self isolate unless the person 

they live with subsequently develops symptoms. 

• If other cases are detected within the cohort or setting, Public Health England will quickly investigate 

and advise on action to take. 

 

You may hear in the news that many schools are considering staggering the start and end time of the 

school day. We have spoken to a number of parents who have different aged children and they have 

expressed concern of having to wait on the playground, between start times. Having parents wait on the 

playground is ultimately what we are trying to avoid, so currently we do not plan to stagger the start and 

end of our school day, although as more year groups return we plan to make full use of both the front and 

back playgrounds and further develop our one-way system.  

You may have already seen on the school’s Facebook page that Miss Chilman has been testing her excellent 

presentation skills, providing parents with a tour of the school sharing our preparations for re-opening,. This 

is also available to view on the school website. Currently, we have not been informed of any transition 

arrangements for our Year 6 pupils., but will let parents know.   

 

On another note: Your child’s Annual report to Parents will be available from Monday 8th June. The 

reports will be either sent home with your child, if they are in Year 1 and Year 6 or educare. Alternatively, 

they can be collected from the school main entrance from Monday 8th June. Where we have siblings in 

school, reports have been collated into one envelope, for the eldest child’s year group. Some envelopes contain 

multiple copies for those parents who have requested this. Should, for whatever reason, you require an 

additional copy, please let the school know.  

 

If you have any questions, queries or concerns please do not hesitate to contact the school and we will do our 

best to get back to you as soon as possible. Stay safe, be alert and keep washing your hands!  

 

Mrs Tustain  

 

 



Absence Reporting 

If your child is eligible to be in school i.e. year 6 Monday and Tuesday or year 1 Thursday 
and Friday; and they are unwell or unable to attend, please ensure you contact the school by 
9am to advice us of the reason for absence.  Children may be ill themselves or a member of 
the household is unwell and everyone is required to self-isolate.   

It is important that we are aware of the reason for absence and whether anyone has covid-
19 symptoms as all schools are required to report daily attendance to the Department of 
Education.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Summer Term (Term 6) Home Learning   

Each Friday we will be sending out a text with a link to the next weeks themed home 
learning. 

w/c 8th June is all about Healthy Schools Week and covers Sports Day, Mindfulness and 
Road Safety.  Just click the link below to access the documents.  Maths work will be sent 
via email on Monday morning. 

http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/curriculum/home-learning/  

Summer Reading Challenge 2020 

This year's Digital Summer Reading Challenge - Silly 
Squad - is almost here.   For 2020 it’s all about funny 
books, happiness and having a laugh! 

Children will be able to sign up to the new online platform from Friday 5 June. 

Click the link for information: https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/  

Year 6 Returning to School Video from Miss Chilman 

We are excited to be welcoming year 6 back to school on Monday. In preparation, Miss Chil-
man has produced a short video explaining what to expect.  Just in case you missed it, 
here’s the link again: 

http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/y6-returning-to-school-video-from-miss-chilman/  

Covid-19 Testing - now available to anyone with symptoms of coronavirus 

The government has announced that anyone with symptoms of coronavirus is now eligible to 

book a test.  Anyone experiencing a new, continuous cough; high temperature; or a loss of, 

or change, in their normal sense of smell or taste (anosmia) can book a test. 
 

A coronavirus test can be booked here: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/  

Essential workers in England, Scotland or Northern Ireland, can apply for priority testing 

through GOV.UK. A coronavirus test can be booked here: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test-essential-workers 

http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/curriculum/home-learning/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/y6-returning-to-school-video-from-miss-chilman/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test-essential-workers


Need to update your contact details? Use SIMS Parent Lite 

If you’ve not had to use it before, don’t worry.  Please see our helpful step by step guide to 

get you started: 

http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/SIMS-
Parent-Lite-App-Parent-Guide.pdf  

 

There are two steps to the process: 

1.  Register using the link in the invitation email.   

2. Then you can access Parent Lite either via an app or via:                   

www.sims-parent.co.uk  (see step 8 on page 3 of the guide) 

 

Please note that the code within the invitation email does expire so if you’ve not used it to 

register, please contact Mrs Tompkins via louisa.tompkins@psmps.co.uk to request a new 

invitation email.   

 

Thank you 

            Thank you 

  

We’ve raised an incredible £23.26 from supporters shopping online via easyfundrais-

ing.org.uk and raising donations for free! 

Help us raise more, register to support our 

School Book Shop at: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-

1/?char=178382  

Just follow the steps to shop and raise donations 

for FREE! 

 

Spelling Shed and TTRS 
 
It has come to our attention that children and parents have been able to see names of 
other children using Spelling Shed and TTRS so in order to maintain confidentiality we have 
altered the settings for TTRS and each child has had a display animal name generated 
randomly for Spelling Shed.   

The children are able to change their animal name for Spelling Shed if they wish, but we 
would recommend that is remains unidentifiable and is different to any one else in their 
class. All log in details remain unchanged. 

Thank you  

http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/SIMS-Parent-Lite-App-Parent-Guide.pdf
http://www.plympton-st-maurice-primary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/SIMS-Parent-Lite-App-Parent-Guide.pdf
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=178382
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=178382


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

TT RockStars 

The battle has returned with new ‘bands’ being created. The top spot this 

week has been taken by Year 3 and Year 5 – congratulations!   

 

It was an extremely close battle with only 203 coins separating the top spot. This is only 20 

correct answers, that’s how close it was.  

 

 

 

Well done to everybody who took part in this week’s battle. Who will be victorious net week? 

Will Year 3 and Year 5 hold on to their No.1 spot?  

Spelling Shed class Scores at: 

10:30 05-06-20 

It is great to see children logging back onto 
Spelling Shed after half term and you may 
have noticed your new personal animal name.   

We are still tracking whole class scores and 
this week, congratulations to Year 6 for 
being top of the leader board this week.   

Will they make it 2 weeks running next 
week?   

Good luck and keep up the superb spelling 
everyone. 

 

Year group Position last week This week’s score Position this week 

F 5th 10,622,985 5th 

1 7th 3,028,640 7th 
2 1st 59,832,415 2nd 

3 4th 12,156,556 4th 

4 6th 7,110,973 6th 

5 2nd 19,703,596 3rd 

6 3rd 71,737,350 1st 





This week the children have been up to lots more activities in Educare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone was getting 
creative at the 
beginning of the 
week with making 
plant pots. 

Below; at the end of 
the week, pupils 
attending educare 
were out and about 
creating forest faces 
and woodland animals.  



 

Don’t forget you can send photos of home learning tasks or taking part in fun activities at 
home to: photos@psmps.co.uk.               

We will then upload the photos to our social media platforms in order to share your 
child's adventures with the other children in their class/school.  Keep up the fabulous 
work you’re all doing and keep those photos coming in!!                                                                           

Home Learning Photos…. 

This week has been all 
about plants with activities 
for the whole family to 
share.  


