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Dear Parents and carers,  

Support Staff Strike Action 

Further to our letter dated 8th July, I am writing to confirm that the Trade Unions have called for another 

day of strike action by support staff at your child’s school tomorrow however I am pleased to confirm that 

all of our schools will remain open. 

The schools are all working to ensure that the children’s education will be unaffected. They have carried 

out an assessment and taken measures and are confident that their children’s safety will be 

unaffected. The schools will be opening for the children as normal. 

I would emphasise that we greatly value our support staff for the important contribution they make to our 
pupils learning and their experience and enjoyment of school life in general.  
 
It is regrettable that our Trust has been forced to make difficult decisions on pay, as have other Trust’s in 
Plymouth. However, this is due to the financial squeeze of the last decade, the lack of funding from central 
government and a large unfunded pay settlement.  
 
As many of you will be aware I have been campaigning for many years for better funding for our schools. 
Our local MP Gary Streeter is Conservative Vice Chair of the F40 campaign group who campaign for fairer 
funding in the education system. I have attached for your information a letter from the F40 group dated 
25th June 2019 to the Chancellor Philip Hammond concerning the unfairness and inequalities in the current 
funding system. They have asked the chancellor in the spending review to consider 
 

 The removal of the historic inequalities and funding protections in the system 

 The raising of basic entitlement to ensure the core cost of running a school are met; 

 An immediate injection of at least £1.4 billion of additional funding to deal with a crisis in High 
Needs provision across the country 

 A significant increase in funding for all schools to ensure there is enough to meet the cost 
pressures facing all schools and to allow them to operate successfully and provide quality 
education for all children, regardless of where they live 

 
         The following link will take you to the F40 group website where you can find more information and 

comments from schools http://www.f40.org.uk/2019/07/02/mps-urge-chancellor-to-increase-education-
funding-and-make-it-fairer/. 
 
If you have any questions regarding your child’s attendance at school tomorrow please do not hesitate to 
contact your school’s headteacher. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Chief Executive Officer 

On behalf of the Trust Board. 
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