
 
 

Medium term Planning 

 

YEAR 

6 

Seas, Coasts and Rivers. 

Why is the coastline changing? 

The First World War 

What was the impact of the 

Great War? 

 

Vikings 

Why did the Vikings invade? 

Autumn Spring Summer 
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Formal Letter Writing 

Letters of Application 

Creating Tension 

Tom’s Midnight Garden 

Journalistic writing 

First News 

My Story-Blitz 

Tuesday  

Biographies and Autobiographies 

Anne Frank 

Steven Gerrard 

 

Argument and Discussion texts  

Extended Narrative 

Writing  

Thespina and the Scorpidon 

The Witches  

Formal and impersonal language 

 

Creating Atmosphere 

The Phantom Tollbooth 

 

Alternative Perspectives 

Gulliver’s Travels 

Stig of the Dump 

Poetry 

The Power of Imagery 

Poetry  

Free verse 

Crack-a-Dawn by Brian Morse 

Reading Poetry  

Finding a Voice 

Poetry 

A BIG write each week revisiting different genres that the children have studied throughout KS2 
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Y6 

 The difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures appropriate for formal  speech and writing (such as 

the use of question tags, e.g. He’s your friend, isn’t he?, or the use of subjunctive forms such as If I were or Were  they to come 

in some very formal writing and speech)  

 Use of the colon to introduce a list  

 Punctuation of bullet points to list information 

 Layout devices, such as headings, sub-headings, columns, bullets, or tables, to structure text 
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Y6 

 Use of the semi-colon, colon and dash 

to mark the boundary between 

independent clauses (e.g. It’s raining; 

I’m fed up) 

 The difference between vocabulary 

typical of informal speech and 

vocabulary appropriate for formal 

speech and writing (e.g. find out – 

discover; ask for – request; go in – 

enter) 

Y6 

 Linking ideas across paragraphs using a 

wider range of cohesive devices: 

repetition of a word or phrase, 

grammatical connections (e.g. the use of 

adverbials such as on the other hand, in 

contrast, or as a consequence), and 

ellipsis 

Y6 

 Use of the passive to affect the 

presentation of information in a 

sentence (e.g. I broke the window in 

the greenhouse versus The window in 

the greenhouse was broken [by me]). 

 

Grammar sessions taught using the Nelson Grammar Scheme for Year 6 
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Number and place value 

(4 Number Operations)  

Measurement - Measuring (length), 

perimeter/ area 

Geometry- properties of shape (nets)  

Statistics - Data      

Number - Fractions and decimals  

Number  (common factors/multiples, prime 

numbers) 

Geometry- position and direction  

Measurement - Measuring (mass / time), 

Algebra - missing numbers / formulae 

Number - Fractions, decimals and 

percentages  
 

Number  

(4 Number Operations multi-step word 

problems) 

Ratio and Proportion - Quantities / 

recipes 

Statistics - Data 

Algebra - missing numbers coordinates 

Measurement - Measuring (time),  
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Location knowledge - Coast 
 Geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical 

characteristics, key topographical 

features (including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns. 

Human and physical geography 
 human geography, including: types of 

settlement and land use, economic 

activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and 

water 

 

Our Locality- 

Plympton 1914-18 
How and why has Plympton changed? 

 Using OS maps to navigate Plympton old 

and new 

 Use the eight points of a compass, (four 

and six-figure grid references), symbols 

and key (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 

the United Kingdom and the wider world 
 

Location knowledge 

 Identify the position and 

significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 

time zones (including day and 

night) 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features 

studied 

 Use the eight points of a compass, 

(four and six-figure grid 

references), symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom 

and the wider world 
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A local history study on a Great War hero 

using the 1911 census 

What as the domino effect? 

How did the role of women change? 

Who was Jack Cornwell? 

What had been invented by the start of the 

Great War? 

Why wasn’t Albert allowed the bear that he 

wanted? 

Why did Charles Fortesque-Smythe go to 

prison?  

Library Visit linked to research of War 

heroes 

Viking raids and invasion 

Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 

Why was Alfred so Great? 

What was Danelaw? 

Viking laws and justice 
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Evolution & Inheritance 

Recognise how animals have changed over 

time. 

Identify fossils and how they are 

important. 

Understand how offspring are produced 

but not exactly the same as parents (mixed 

DNA) 

How has adaptation helped animals survive 

in different environments? 

Understand the work and findings of 

Charles Darwin and why they are so  

Light 

Recognise that light appears to travel in 

straight lines 

Use the idea that light travels to explain that 

objects are seen because they give out 

light/reflect into the eye. 

Explain that we see things because light 

travels from light source to our eyes or from 

a light source to objects then our eyes. 

Use the idea that light travels to explain 

shadows. 

 

Animals including humans 

Identify and name the main parts of the 

human circulatory system. 

Describe the functions of the heart, 

blood vessels and blood 

Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, 

drugs, and lifestyle 

Describe the ways in which nutrients 

and water are transported within 

animals (including humans) 

 



 
 

important. 

 

Living things and their habitats 

Describe how living things are classified  

into broad groups according to common 

characteristics 

Give reasons for classifying plants and 

animals based on specific characteristics 

 

 

Electricity 

Associate the brightness of a lamp or the 

volumes of a buzzer with the number and 

voltage of cells used in a circuit. 

Compare and give reasons for variations in 

how components functions, include switches, 

bulbs, buzzers, switches. 

Use recognised symbols when representing a 

simple circuit diagram. 
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Beliefs and questions. 

This unit particularly focuses on key Jewish 

beliefs, Passover, Shabbat, the synagogue 

and how the Jewish faith has developed 

during and since the Holocaust. 

Beliefs in action. 

In this unit pupils gain a knowledge and 

understanding about Christian and Jewish 

teachings on behaviour and action.  They 

develop their own understanding that 

Christians and Jews base their behaviour on 

key religious teachings. 

 

The journey of life and death. 

This unit enables to children to reflect 

on emotions and feelings linked to 

celebration and loss and investigate key 

beliefs and concepts in Christianity and 

Islam connected to birth, growing up, 

marriage and death 
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e-Safety 

 

 

e-Safety  

 

 

e-Safety 

We are app planners 

We are project managers 

We are market researchers 

We are interface designers 

We are app designers  

We are marketeers 

Understanding the Internet / Search Engines 
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Design a first World War propaganda poster  

 
Make a Viking long boat vehicle. 



 
 

Food and Nutrition 

Prepare and cook a range of food using 

different techniques 

Warburtons Workshop 

Food and Nutrition 

Prepare and cook a range of food using 

different techniques 

Warburtons Workshop 

 

Sewing 

Designing bunting for our French 

creperie 

Food and Nutrition 

.Taste test and menu design for our 

French creperie 
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Observational drawing Lowry – working with watercolours 
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Music Appreciation throughout the year 

Taiko Drumming 

Cyclic patterns- rhythms in different 

meters 

Drone 

Duration 

Structure 

Timbre 

 

Investigate different types of wind and brass 

instruments within different music genres 

Creating a soundtrack for an animation 

Leavers song – pitch & duration 

PE
 

Football and Invasion Games with Plymouth 

Argyle, Gymnastics – Mirroring and Dance – 

World of Sport 

Striking and Fielding (Cricket and Rounders) 

Gymnastics – Holes and Barriers and Dance – 

Theseus and the Minotaur  

Bikeability 

Tennis and athletics 

Charleston Dance 
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New Beginnings 
Getting 

On/Falling Out 
Going for Goals Good to be Me Relationships Changes 

S
M

S
C
  

SMSC will be a consideration throughout all curriculum areas, and any particular issues that arise will be addressed during 

class circle time. 

C
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 Wembury Beach Workshops 

 

Geography Field Trip of Plympton 

 

Junior Life Skills 

Fiver Challenge 

Water Safety 
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V
a
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s Iconic British Buildings History of Plympton  

 


