
 
   

 

 

 

 

Medium Term Planning 
 

 

YEAR 

3 

 WHY WAS THE STONE AGE 

SO SAVAGE? 

WHAT WAS EXTRAORDINARY 

ABOUT THE EGYPTIANS? 

WHAT IS TREE-IFIC ABOUT 

THE RAINFOREST? 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

E
ng
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sh

 

   

Narrative 

 (3 weeks) 

Stone age boy  

Film Narrative 

(3 weeks)   

The Literacy shed 

Narrative 

Where the Forest Meets the Sea 

 (3 weeks) 

Explanations and Instructions  

                       (4 weeks) 

How to wash a woolly mammoth  

Newspaper recounts. 

(3 weeks) 

Tut in Murder Mystery 

Recounts 

 (3 weeks) 

Gruffalo 

We’re going on a bear hunt 

 Chronological Reports 

(3 weeks) 

UG Boy Genius 

Performance Poetry 

(2 weeks) 

Please Mrs Butler 

Noisy poems 

Fairy Tales and Play Scripts 

(3 weeks) 

Goldilocks and the 3 bears 

  

Authors and letters 

(3 weeks). 

The hodgehog 

G
ra
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(w
it
h
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Y3 

Use of adverbs to begin a sentence (e.g. suddenly…, carefully…)  

Expressing time and cause using conjunctions (e.g. when, before, after, while, because), adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon, so), or prepositions (e.g. before, after, during, in, 

because of) 

Appropriate use of nouns or pronouns to avoid ambiguity and repetition 

Introduction to paragraphs as a way to group related material  

Headings and sub-headings to aid presentation 
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Y3 

 Word families based on common words 

 Use of the perfect form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time and cause (e.g. I have written 

it down so we can check what he said) 

 Further work on speech marks to punctuate direct 

speech 

 Use of commas after a subordinate clause at the 

beginning of a sentence (e.g. Although it was raining, 

we went out to play.) 

 

Y3 

 Formation of nouns using a range of prefixes, such 

as super-, anti-, auto- 

 Introduction of the grammatical difference 

between plural and possessive –s 

 Teach when to use/not to use an apostrophe for 

it’s/its 

 

Y3 

 Identifying main and subordinate clauses in 

complex sentences 

 Introduction of apostrophes to mark singular and 

plural possession (e.g. the girl’s name, the boy’s 

boot) 

 

G
e
og
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ph
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Mapping Skills, Glaciation and Land 

Change 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps 

to focus on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and North and South 

America. 

Name and locate counties and cities of 

the United Kingdom, geographical 

regions, key topographical features and 

land-use patterns; and understand how 

some of these aspects have changed 

over time. 

Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human 

and physical geography of a region of 

the United Kingdom and a region in a 

European country (France). 

 

 

South America and Topographical 

Features 

Name and locate key topographical 

features (including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of 

these aspects have changed over time. 

Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human 

and physical geography of a region of 

South America. 

H
is
to

ry
 Changes in Britain from the Stone Age 

to the Iron Age 

Late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and 

early farmers, e.g. Skara Brae. 

The Achievements of the Earliest 

Civilizations 

An overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth study 

of one of the following: Ancient Egypt. 
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Rocks 

Compare & group together different kinds 

of rocks on the basis of their appearance 

and simple physical properties. 

Describe in simple terms how fossils are 

formed when things that have lived are 

trapped within the rock 

Recognise that soils are made from rocks 

and organic matter 

 

 

 

Forces and Magnets 

Compare how things move on different 

surfaces 

Notice that some forces need contact 

between two objects, but magnetic forces 

can act at a distance 

Observe how magnets attract or repel each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light 

Recognise that they need light in order to 

see things in the dark is the absence of light 

Notice that light is reflected from 

surfaces. 

Recognise that light from the sun can be 

dangerous and that there are ways to 

protect their eyes. 

Recognise that shadows are formed when 

the light from a light source is blocked by a 

solid object. 

Find patterns in the way that the size of 

shadows change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plants 

 Identify and describe the functions of 

different parts of flowering plants: 

roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers  

 Explore the requirements of plants for 

life and growth (air, light, water, 

nutrients from soil, and room to grow) 

and how they vary from plant to plant  

 Investigate the way in which water is 

transported within plants  

Explore the part that flowers play in the 

life cycle of flowering plants, including 

pollination, seed formation and seed 

dispersal.  

 

Animals and Humans 

Identify that animals, including humans 

need the right types and amount of 

nutrition and that they cannot make their 

own food; they get nutrition from what 

they eat. 

Identify that humans and some other 

animals have skeletons and muscles for 

support, protection and movement. 

 

 



 
R
E
 Worship, Pilgrimages and Sacred Places 

Focused religions this year Christianity and 

Hinduism 

Symbols and Religious Expression Teachings and Authority 

C
om

pu
ti
ng

 

We are programmers 

Design, write and debug programs that 

accomplish specific goals; solve problems by 

decomposing them into smaller parts. 

Use sequence… in programmes; work with 

variables and various forms of input and 

output. 

Use logical reasoning to detect and correct 

errors in algorithms and programs. 

Select, use and combine a variety of 

software…to design and create…content 

that accomplishes given goals, including… 

presenting…information. 

 

We are bug fixers 

Debug programs that accomplish specific 

goals. 

Use sequence, selection and repetition in 

programs; work with variables and various 

forms of input and output. 

Use logical reasoning to detect and correct 

errors in algorithms and programs. 

 

We are presenters 

Select, use and combine a variety of 

software (including internet services) on a 

range of digital devices to accomplish given 

goals, including collecting, analysing, 

evaluating and presenting data and 

information. 

; Work with variables and various forms of 

input and output. 

Use technology safely, respectfully and 

responsibly. 

 

We are network engineers 

Understand computer networks including the 

internet; how they can provide multiple 

services, such as the world-wide web; and 

the opportunities they offer for 

communication and collaboration. 

Use technology safely, respectfully and 

responsibly; know a range of ways to report 

concerns and inappropriate behaviour. 

 

We are communicators 

 

Understand computer networks including the 

internet; how they can provide multiple 

services, such as the world-wide web; and 

the opportunities they offer for 

communication and collaboration. 

Select, use and combine a variety of 

software (including internet services) on a 

range of digital devices to accomplish given 

goals, including collecting, analysing, 

evaluating and presenting data and 

information. 

 

Use technology safely, respectfully and 

responsibly; know a range of ways to report 

concerns and inappropriate behaviour. 

 

We are opinion pollsters 

Select, use and combine a variety of 

software (including internet services) on a 

range of digital devices to accomplish given 

goals, including collecting, analysing, 

evaluating and presenting data and 

information. 

Understand computer networks including the 

internet; how they can provide multiple 

services, such as the world-wide web; and 

the opportunities they offer for 

communication and collaboration. 
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Stone Age Jewellery 

Design, make and evaluate jewellery 

based on the stone age. 

 

Egyptian Bread 

Understand and apply the principles of a 

healthy and varied diet. 

Prepare and cook a variety of 

predominantly savoury dishes using a 

range of cooking techniques. 

Rainforest Cam instruments 

Understand and use mechanical systems 

in their products, such as cams. 

A
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Cave Paintings 

Stonehenge Silhouettes  

To improve their mastery of art and 

design techniques, including drawing, 

painting and sculpture with a range of 

materials (e.g. pencil, charcoal, paint, 

clay). 

Egyptian Silhouettes 

To improve their mastery of art and 

design techniques, including drawing, 

painting and sculpture with a range of 

materials (e.g. pencil, charcoal, paint, 

clay). 

Rainforest Nature and Patterns 

To create sketch books to record their 

observations and use them to review and 

revisit ideas.( Henri Rousseau)  

M
us

ic
 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 

their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 

using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory. 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 

their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

Develop an understanding of the history of music, 

drawn from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 

their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

Use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-

quality live and recorded music. 

PE
 

Gymnastics: Symmetry & Asymmetry 

Dance: Stone Age Dance 

Games: Multi-skills Activities 

Invasion Game - Netball 

Gymnastics: Pathways 

Dance: Walk like an Egyptian 

Games: Net/Wall games 

Invasion Ball Skills - Football 

Gymnastics: Travelling 

Games:  Striking and Fielding Games – 

Athletics Cricket 



 
PS

H
E
 

New Beginnings 
Getting on/Falling 

Out 
Going for Goals Good to be Me Relationships Changes 

 

S
M

S
C
 

SMSC will be a consideration throughout all curriculum areas, and any particular issues that arise will be addressed during 

class circle time. 

C
L
E
 

  Visit to the Eden Project 

 


